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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 130.) 


it is indeed to be regretted that Mr. Fisk has quo- 
ted many passages to prove the doctrine of positive 
punishment, or absolute suffering in a state of spirit- 
ual existence, which have been clearly proved by 
universalists to have no reference to such a state ; 
and given such quotations too, without any argument 
in support of their application to a future existence ; 
and without any evidences to disprove the use which 
universalists have made of these and similar pas- 
sages. He has simply pursued the beaten track of 
his predecessors, by taking for granted what the uni- 
versalists have long since fairly disproved—namely, 
that these passages explain the future and eternal des- 
tiny of man. All the passages, with the exception of 
one, which he has quoted on page 6th and 7th, to 
prove the doctrine of positive punishment in a future 
existence, have been shown. to have no refefence to 
such a state, in a discourse delivered at Hudson, N. 
Y. Dec. 1821, in answer to Dr. Amos Carpenter’s 
discourse against Universal Salvation. This discourse 
was published by request, soon after it was deliver- 
ed, and nearly thirteen hundred copies have been 
arculated. Various other Universalian writers: have 
shown that the application of these passages toa fu- 
ture spiritual state, was altogether a forced and un- 
natural construction of the texts. To accommodate 
the reader, however, we will select the passage in 
the list above mentioned, on which Mr.. F, and his 
friends would doubtless place the most dependence 
to support their views of future misery. It is that in 
the 25th chapter ofSt. Matthew, 46thverse. ‘* And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal.” 


We shall in this place, say no more upon the word 
everlasting, than simply to observe, that it is fre- 
quently used by the biblical writers to denote a lim- 
ited duration: In meeting the argument of Mr. F. 
to prove the endless continuance of punishment, we 
shall discuss this question more at large. If we can 
show that the general subject to which the Saviour 
here alluded was to realize its fulfilment at a period 
which was ther nigh at hand, the argument which 
Mr. F. has built upon this text is at once destroyed. 





That such was the application of the Saviour, may 
be seen by consulting the 3ist and 32d verses, where 
the paragraph commences. “ When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory : 
And before him shall be gathered all nations : and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats.” Here we 
are taught that the great events of the judgment were 
to take place when Christ should make his second ap- 
pearance. If wecan now determine the time of his 
second advent, by authority which is indisputable, 
the correctness or incorrectness of Mr. Fisk’s applica- 
tion will at once be made to appear. With-such au- 
thority we are furnished, and that by the Redeemer 
himself. See Matt. xxiv. 30, 34. “ And then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then 
shall ali the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. Verily I say unto you, 
this generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled. Matt. xvi, 27, 28.° For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his an- 
gels ; and then he shall reward every man according 
to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they 
see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” The 
Saviour, in these passages, places the fact beyond 
dispute, that his second advent was to take place in 
that generation,—in the life-time of some who were 
present when he thus spake. This testimony is suf- 
ficient to show the incorrectness of Mr. F.’s applica- 
tion of Matt. xxv. 46. and proves with sufficient 
clearness that the events mentioned in the parable 
of the sheep and goats were not referred to a future 
state of being for their fulfilment, but were allotted 
to the experience of the present mode of existence. 

What Mr. Fisk has said about Mr, Merrit’s success 
in his arguments to support the common opinion of 
a general judgment in a future state, needs no other 
refutation than a simple reference to the controversy 
between him and Mr. Ballou, which is already before 
the publick. 

(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 


REPLY .TU “AN INQUIRER.” 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 126.) 


The second question of our correspondent relates 
to the justice and equakty of the divine dealings, ac- 
cording to the theory which we have hitherto main- 
tained. We will here state the question, and then 
attempt a solution. 

‘If all are placed ona level at the resurrection, 
will not the Deity treat some essentially different 
from others ?_ Those who pass through thousands of 
years, perhaps, in. an intermediate state, seem to be | 
considerably punished for their disobedience and | 
misimprovement here, by deprivation. But those 





who shall be called from this life’instantaneously at 
the resurrection, and who may have led vicious lives, 
are admitted to equal degrees of glory with all those 
who have passed through the intermediate state, or 
those who have lived virtuously. "Is this just and 
equal ?” 

We cannot discover that this question has any 
important bearing against the doctrine which we 
maintain, unless it be to that part of our theory which 
supposes that the intermediate state will embrace a 
much longer period for some, than for others. And 
surely, this cannot be a very formidable objection : If 
it be an objection, itis equally such tothe present econ- 
omy ofdivine wisdom, which protects the life ofsome 
men to four score years, and sunders the thread of 
others at twenty: Itisa sentiment admitted by the most 
able theologians of different creeds, that divine wis- 
dom has allotted a greater portion of happiness than 
misery. to the present existence of the creature man ; 
and according to this objection, the man who dies at 
twenty, is less a sharer in the divine goodness than 
he whose tenure extends to eighty years. We, how- 
ever, are satisfied with the evidence of the divine 
equality, since he bestows upon his creatures here, 
as many blessings as their condition will allow them 
toenjoy. But our theory, we think, obviates, entire- 
ly, the objection which the question before us sup- 
poses, by stating as a primary principle, that the 
Deity never withholds from the children of men any 
portion of the happiness which their moral condition 
renders them capable of enjoying—That in the in- 
termediate state, his intelligent offspring will be more 
or less happy ; or in other words, -their respective 
vessels will be filled, though they may differ in 
point of capacity. Therefore, the objection which 
questions the equity of the divine dealings, upon the 
supposition that the intermediate existence of some 
may be ten thousand years; and that of others but 
five minutes, is rather an objection to the wisdom 
and equal justice of the Creator in bringing his crea- 
tures into conscious being at different, and far dis- 
tant periods. Had our theory supposed that the in- 
termediate existence of any intelligent creature 
would be a state of positive suffering, the question 
of our correspondent woul have been a weighty, 
and we think, unanswerable objection. But viewing 
the Deity as a kind Father, delighting to communi- 
cate happiness, and ordering his dispensations so as 
to meet the condition of all his dependent children, 
we cannot suspect the equal justice of his wisdom, 
which gave existence and intelligence to millions 
of our race, thousands of years before our birth. It 
in no wise abridges our enjoyments, nor diminishes 
our reverence for the purity and loveliness of his di- 
vine perfections. It is enough for us, that we are 
the objects of his love, and enjoy from him an exis- 
tence which will be perpetuated in endless glory, 
felicity and praise. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 








FOR ‘THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL-BOOKS. 

sie Their fear towards me is taught by the pre- 
cept of men.” Isaiah xxix. 13. 

It may not be improper to inquire, what this fear 
is, that is taught by the precept of men. It is not that 
tear which the wise man denominates the beginning 
of wisdom ; nor is it that kind of fear which a child 
possésses for a kind and benevolent father, who is 
seeking to promote his happiness and honour by ev- 
ery laudable méans in his power. But it is that kind 
of fear known only to the cringing vassal, and the 
timorous brute. It is a slavish and brutish fear. The 
fear which is taught by the precept of men, is synony- 
mous with that which is inspired by a sense of infin- 
ite cruelty and hatred ; which originates in the mind, 
from a conviction, that the Omnipotent Jehovah, isa 
being who burns with incensed malignity,and breathes 
forth the flames of hot indignation against his own 
dependant offspring, and will finally consign a large 
portion of his own creatures, to the dismal regions of 
Tuartarus, there to welter in flames of infinite wrath, 
cheered with no prospect but an eternity of torment, 
and saluted with no milder notes than the wild how- 
lings of infernal demons ! Fe 

The books, which are introduced into the Sunday 
Schools in this town, and which are distributed te 
the emulous youth and children, to reward and ex- 
cite their diligence in their studies, are eminently 
calculated to produce in their infantile minds the 
fear above mentioned. In confirmation -of this, I 
need only refer to. one of the books now in my 
possession, entitled ** Reward for. Good Conduct at 
the Sabbath School ;”—and for what other pur- 
pose, the reader in charity and candour may 
judge. But whoever will be. at the trouble to 
canvass its contents, cannot fail of a full conviction, 
that its evident design is to fill the tender mind with 
sentiments creative of anguish, and corrode the soul 
with fictitious and awful forebodings of a future ex- 
istence. 

As a specimen, we offer the following, which the 
veader will recollect is given to encourage and quick- 
en the emulation and progress of the tender offspring 
of our enlightened parents ! 


“‘ What if the Lord grow wrath and swear, 
While I refuse to read and pray, 

That he’ll refuse to lend an ear 

To all my groans another day. 


What if his dreadful anger burn, 
While I refuse Bs offered grace, 
And all his lov@% fury turn 


And strike me dead upon the place. 


*Tis dangerous to provoke a God ; 

His power and vengeance none can tell : 
One stroke of his almighty rod 

Shall send young sinners quick to hell.” 

All who are in any degree acquainted with the 
tender genius of infantile minds, cannot but be sen- 
sible of the fatal impression which the communica- 
tion of such sentiments as these, have upon their im- 
mature understandings: and when we consider that 
the impressions of childhood are generally the most 
permanent, and the extreme difficulty of eradicating 
from the mind the sentiments, or prejudices which we 


‘| rightly educating the youthful mind, rises in full and 


perfect splendor before us, 

I shall make one more quotation ; not that I am 
fond of fiction, or desirous of giving publicity to pious 
fraud ; but, that I may, if possible, be instrumental 
in exposing clerical artifice, and induce the wise and 
prudent, to institute an effectual barrier, to this dis- 
graceful and God-dishonoring ¢raffick / / 

<¢ Just as-a tree cut down that fell 
To north or southward, there it lies, 


So man departs to heaven or hell, 
Fixt in the state wherein he dies ! 


There is a dreadful hell, 

And éverlasting pains ; 

There sinners must with devils dwell, 
In darkness, fire, and chains.” 


It must be truly encouraging to the abettors and 
directors of these schools, to observe in parents a dis- 
position to countenance, and a manifest desire to 
support and magnify them. But do parents in gen- 
eral know the real design of these institutions ? It 
is declared to be the design of these Schools, to make 
our youth acquainted with divine truth—to acquaint 
them with the true character of their Creator, and 
of the design of their being : and indeed, were this 
the fact, it would be a benevolent and glorious effort 
not unworthy the most exalted piety, and highly hon- 


universal commendation and support. 
' fruits ye shall know them. Yes; and though Satan 
himself be transformed into an angel of light, aud tor 
a season wear the phylacteries: of piety and seeming 
godliness, yet whenshe has secured his object, and ac- 
complished his designs, it is then, that the deception 
vanishes, and he blazes forth in his native deformity ! 

Parents ! if you would inspire the minds of your 


tor and merciful benefactor, is a revengeful, malicious, 
partial, lustful and wrathful being, who may be pla- 
catéd or incensed to an infinite degree .by his crea- 
tures—If you would impress them with the senti- 
ment that he has created myriads of beings like them- 
selves for no other purpose than to be the endless 
sport of fiexds and devils—If you would distort their 
minds with fear and anguish by. filling them with the 
sentiments, and enforcing the shackles of Pagan su- 
perstition, you have only to expose them to the unre- 
ienting duplicity of an ambitious and designing priest- 
craft, and once for all, you have obtained your de- 
sire ! But if you would wish to make them acquaint- 
ed with the true character of their Creator and of 


spiration and read in their hearing that “God is 


lingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope ; because the creature itself shall be 
| delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.”—And if you 
would render them ornaments to society, and vota- 
ries of virtue, early inculcate and impress upon their 
minds the duty they owe to their Creator, to them- 





selves, and to their fellow-creatures, which cannot 


imbibe in the spring of life, the great importance of be better expressed than in the following requisition ; 


ourable to the projectors and abettors, and worthy | 
But by their | 


tender offspring with the idea, that God our Crea- | 


their eternal destiny, open the volume of divine in- | 


Love ;” that he is the * Father of spirits ;” that his | 
**tender mercies are over all his works ;” ‘that 
the creature was made subject to vanity not wil-_ 


“to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
| with thy God ’” thoroughly ingraf this requisition 
into the minds of your children, and convince them 
that happiness or misery will be theirs, according as 
they obey or disobey, and you will do:more towards 
laying a foundation of virtue and piety in their hearts, 
than all the dogmas. and superstitions which are 
taught in these schools. J. H.-B. 


MORALIST, NO. 14. 














FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
| In my last number, I had occasion to notice the 
propensity of man to’ preserve and ornament the ex- 
ternal nature ; that he acted in.a twofold sense, and 
was governed by two distinct objects, which were, a 
| deliverance from present affliction, and the worth- 
| less admiration and distinction of the world. 
If, indeed, this were the only state in which man 

were to exist; if there were no consciousness be- 
| yond the reign of frail mortality, his course of con- 
| duct might appear less surprising, and would, in- 

deed, be far from being so deserving -of condemna- 
tion and reproof. But when it is admitted, and we 
believe, generally considered as a fact; that man is 
inspired with an imperishable nature, which can 
never die ; and that he is happy or miserable in pro- 
portion as he improves or misimproves the mora! 
prerogatives which he enjoys, it is then that his folly 
and indiscretion, in the pursuit of bubbles, is most 
ostensible. When wereflect that man possessés an im- 
mortal soul ; and that were allthe wealth and honors 
of the world bestowed upon him, - they would be in- 
adequate and insufficient to satisfy that heavenly prin- 
ciple within, we cannot refrain from being surprised 
when we behold in him such an ardent desire and 
eager zeal to posssess himself of worldly riches and 
distinctions. The soul is never satisfied with the de- 
ceptive vanities of time, nor the coarse and trifling 
pleasures of sense. It finds no rest nor refreshment 
in the lap of apathy and indolenice, nor is it lulled in- 
to complete and permanent felicity by secular mag- 
nificence and grandeur, the charms of mirth and joi- 
ity, or by the sickening voice of adulation. But its 
happiness is drawn from a purer and more refined 
source. It feeds not upon the unstable pleasures of 
the world, nor is it gratified with its promising al- 
lurements. But its enjoyment is derived from the 
science and practice of virtue, and an unshaken and 
pious confidence in its divine original. Without this 
knowledge, and this confident assurance, which is 
the true source of intellectual peace and satisfaction, 
though undisputed heir of earth and sea, and all their 
variant treasures, yet man would roam the child of 
misery and.discontent—a stranger to happiness, or 
sweet and heavenly contentment. 

How surprising then, that there isso little engag- 
| edness among mankind to obtain an aequisition of 
such vast importance; and with which their present, 
as well as future well-being, is so intimately connect- 
ed. There is no intelligent being, but desires, and 
few but what anticipate, an existence beyond the 
reign of mortality. Butas it concerns the true state 
of the soul, after it has left its prison of clay, and bid 
an eternal adicu to the confines of mortality, opin 
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ions are mimerous and variant. One thing is cer- 
fain, both from Philosophy and Revelation, that our 
existence in a future state must be immortal and in- 
corruptible : For it is evident that that which exists 
independent of matter must be immortal. If, there- 
fore, our existence is perpetuated beyond the reign 
ofa mortal or corrupt constitution, that existence can- 
not be otherwise, than immortal and incorruptible. 
Weread in the volume of divine inspiration the follow- 
ing: Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was - 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it, This 
js in-_perfect harmony with the preceding sentiments, 
and is a consummate establishment of the hypothe- 
sis. For ifthe spirit returns to its divine source, it 
must of necessity exist ; and must be immortal, incor- 
ruptible and eternal. .God isa spirit: and that prin- 
ciple in man which is denominated spirit, emanated 
from HIM, and consequently is eternal in its nature. 

God is denominated the Father of spirits :—and 
again; we are the. offspring of God.—Paul. This 
abundantly confirms the fact of a future immediate 
existence at the article of dissolution, and that this 
existence is eternal. This was evidently the opin- 
ion, or rather the absolute knowledge of the apostle 
PAUL. In writing to his Corinthian brethren, he 
makes the following positive declaration ;—* I am 
in a strait betwixt two, having a-desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is far better : Nevertheless to 
abide in the fiesh is more needful for you.” It ap- 
pears that the apostle anticipated an existence inde- 
pendent of thé corporeal nature ; and if the apostle 
be believed, we shall be forced to admit the perpe- 
tuity of the soul between the -period of its freedom 
from the body, and the general, or final resurrection, 
or deny the fact of the resurrection and ascension of 
the blessed Saviour ! But were we to dismiss, or set 
aside the sentiment ofa future immortality and hap- 
piness, or even of a future existence, it could not op- 
perate as an entire barrier against a course of virtue, 
nor remove every incentive to the practice of 
moral excellence. Every man of experience. can 
bear testimony to the truth of holy writ, that ‘the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth ; much 
more the wicked and the sinner.” The righteous 
are blessed with quieiness- and assurance, and drink 
the mild waters of peace and consolation, while the 
sinner and the unrighteous are doomed: to feel the 
gnawings of an upbraiding conscience, and +a 
menting scorchings of @ consuming fire, which will 
perpetuate their anguish while hay. and stubble re- 
main, or while moral turpitude shall find an asylum 
in their natures. 


The following lines were written by a young Lady, 
on leaving a Meeting where she had long attended, 
to take a seat in the Universalist Chapel, in this town. 

They breathe a tender and delicate sensation, and 
indicate a spirit of liberality and devotional feeling 
which ought ever te characterize the worshippers of 
God. 


And must I bid a long adieu 

To these dear walls ? to God that’s given— 
Where, ev’ry Sabbath, I renew 

Devotions pure, alone for Heav’n— 

And can I leave without a tear 





sound the alarm. 


To witness that my heart’s not cold ? 
To tell I love—to tell how dear, 
Is ev’ry symbol I behold ? 


The musick,—Oh ! how soft the strain 

That lulls my senses to repose ; 

Prepares my mind to be again 

Rous’d by the gospel’s joyful sound. M. 


SELECTIONS. 

———— 
FROM THE NEW-YORK TELESCOPE. 
NATIONAL. TRACT SOCIETY. 


On the 11th inst. a meeting took place in the City 
Hall, to form a ‘‘ National Tract Society.” Colonel 
Richard Varick was called to the chair—then prayer 
by the Reverend Doctor M‘Auley.. A constitution 
was adopted, and officers elected. The meeting 
was addressed by the Rev. Dr. M‘Auley, T. G. Fes- 
senden, Esq. Rev. C. G. Somers, and Rev. Doct, 
Spring. After stating the wonderful effects that 
Tracts will have, especially on the minds of “the 
young,” it was stated that $20,000 would erecta 

















suitable building, and until this sum can be obtained, 
the Society cannot proceed with assurance that oth- | 
er societies will depend upon them for Tracts. Be- | 
tween 12 and 15,000 dollars were subscribed before 

they left the room ; and a committee appointed to | 
collect other subscribers. Many subscriptions are | 
made-on condition of being null unless 20,000 dollars | 
can be obtained. If their efforts fail here, the 

** American Tract Society,” at Boston, is to make an 


attempt for a similar establishment. 


REMARKS, 


When the first proposition was made to form this 
Society, it seemed to excite much interest, particu- 
larly among those who supposed that it would ad- 


Notices were sent to all 
the Methodist churches in the city, to be publicly 
read, stating that the institution was designed for all 
denominations. Accordingly, several went to claim 
ashare inthe proceedings. But to their great dis- 
appointment, they found that, instead of its being 
free for all, or purely to-promote the cause of truth 
and righteousness, it was started to bear down, other 
sects, to gain clerical ascendency, and to disseminate 
the Calvinistic sentiments, particularly among the 
rising generation. A Methodist minister wished to 
know of the committee if the Methodist Tracts could 
be circulated : he found they could not.* Having 


*To make the plan plausible, and to gain contri- 
butions among the Methodists, the names of Bishops 
Roberts and Hedding, and Mr. N. Bangs, were insert- 
ed, without the consent of either.. Nay, the latter 
positively forbade them inserting his name, and re- 
quested that the names of the two former should not 
be set down: notwithstanding which; they were 
ranked as officers ; the two first “Honorary Vicc- 
Presidents,” the last as a “corresponding member,” 
offices merely nominal. They have taken good care 
that none but Calvinists should compose the “ Pub- 
lishing Committee,” as may be seen by their Consti- 
tution. There are more than-fifty Rey. Doctors of 
Divinity appointed as officers, including the Right 
Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Doct. of Divinity and4 
Bishop. We have never seen a deeper laid scheme, 
or one more cunningly devised and crafty. We hope 
every free and independent press in the Union will 


vance the cause oi religion. 





found out the schemes of the priesthood, they pro- 
tested against it in the very pulpits where they ‘had 
before countenanced it. - One person, previously an 
advocate for the establishment, protested against 
their plot, and declared that the devil was at the bot- 
tom of it.—What noble exertions, for a Colonel, an 
Esquire, Reverend Doctor of Divinity, and other 
worldly men, to build up the Redeemer’s kingdom ! 
Twenty Thousand Dollars, to build an edifice to com- 
port with the other public buildings of the city ; and 
also officers to be well paid for their services ! How 
ridiculous—how God-dishonoring. Will Christ be 
glorified by such a project ? 

These characters are actuated by the same spirit 
as the Scribes-and Pharisees were, or the Jesuites, 
and similar events must ensue. Ifa “National So- 
ciety,” or some powerful and energetic measures be 
not adopted to enlighten the people, and to suppress 
the growing influence of an ambitious clergy, to 
bring to light their plans, our country will be ruined ; 
the rising generation will be bound, as the people 
are in Spain, by the threefold links of tyranny, igno- 
rance, and superstition. Among the Tracts circu- 
lated by one of these societies, is the famous ‘ ad- 
dress of Lyman Beecher, in behalf of the'society for 
educating young men for the Gospel - ministry.” It 
was published in one of our preceding numbers. 
Weintend laying another before the public, that 
they may judge themselves of the utility and design 
of this great “ Tract Society.” We have no objec- 
tion to the circulation of suitable Tracts, when done 
with sincere motives. This we have done ourselves. 
But the evil and danger consists, in making use of 
these instruments to accomplish the ambitious de- 
signs of the clergy, in their attempts to unite church 
and state together. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR, 
THE CRUEL AND UNNATURAL FATHER. 


In a certain country, there’lived a man who had a 
numerous family. His possessions were immense ¢ 
the situation where he resided was beautiful in the 
extreme ; andifhe had possessed dispositions of a 
kin@and amiable nature, he might have diffused hap- 
piness to all around. But he was distinguished by a 
gloomy austerity of character, that rendered him an 
object of aversion and dread. 

It happened that one ofthis sons committed a se- 
rious offence against his authority. The father’s 
wrath was immediately kindled. It knew no bounds 
or reason. Indignation shot, like fiery darts, from 
his revengeful countenance. He was determined to 
inflict summary punishment on the hapless offender ; 
and not merely on the offender himself, but upon all 
his children alike. They were all, he said, equally 
guilty ; and he would visit their disobedience and 
transgression with an equal degree of punishment. 

Jt was in vain that they said they were not present, 
and could, therefore, take no part in the offence 
which had been committed. The father was inexo- 
rable as the flinty rock ; and he was resolved, he 
said, to punish his disobedient and rebellious. chil- 
dren, with the utmost severity that he could inflict. 
Nay, he would also punish their offspring, if he lived 


to see them; and their offspring’s offspring, too, 
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should his existence be protracted to such a period. 
He would consign them all to utter darkness, and in- 
conceivable torments, during the whole of their lives. 
They should see no light, they should taste no joy, 
they should experience no ease for ever ; but should 
suffer, without the least intermission, the most ex- 
cruciating pangs of misery, till they could suffer no 
more. 

One of his sons stepped forward, to intercede with 
his father, in behalf of his brethren. He had been 
the greatest favourite with the father ; and was truly, 
in his disposition and character, the most amiable of 
the family circle. With a generosity unparalleled, 
he offered to become their substitute. He would be 
the only guilty creature before his father ; and would 
suffer, in his.own person, all the punishment which 
the father intended to inflict on his unfortunate chil- 
dren ; provided, he would turn away his wrath and 
be reconciled to them. He begged that he might 
become a sacrifice for them; that he might pour 
forth his blood, and devote himself to death, if that 
would appease his father’s anger, and propitiate his 
mercy. | 

The proposal was accepted with an eagerness 
which malignity is wont to display. It seems as if 
the father delighted in the idea of immolating his 
most amiable son ; as if he thirsted to drink the vital 
current that flowed in his pure veins. 


The innocent victim stood forth cool and undis- 
mayed ; and, baring his bosom with a smile of se- 
renity, the father plunged the fatal dagger into his 
vitals, and he fell lifeless at his feet. 


All, they now thought, was buried in oblivion. 
The price which had been given to purchase peace 
and reconciliation, was of such a nature as to disarm 
every feeling of indignation and wrath ; and they 
implored the forgiveness which the father had prom- 
ised, for the sake of his once favourite son. But 
most of them, alas ! implored in vain. For they lear- 
ned, to their utter consternation, that their father 
had long since formed an_ arbitrary and irreversible 
determination ; merely to select a few, about one 
fourth, of his children to his peculiar favour,gand 
consign the rest to inconceivable misery, during their 
natural lives; and this too without any regard to 
merit on the other; but merely for his own good 
pleasure, and-to exercise his parental authority. 
Thus the greater portion of them were doomed to 
unutterable misery through the whole of their lives. 


EXPLANATION, 


According to the doctrine.of reputed orthodoxy, 
the father, above described, is the universal Father ; 
the children, are all mankind ; the son whe commit- 

ted the offence, Adam, the progenitor of the human 
race ; and the son who offered himself as a sacrifice; 
to appease the Father’s anger, Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God!!! For according to this doctrine, we are 
told, that, in consequence of the sin of Adam, all 
mankind fell under the curse of God to all eternity. 
But Jesus Christ. stepped forward and offered to be- 
come a sacrifice in their place and stead; to take 
upon himself all their sins, and suffer, as their substi- 
tute, all the punishment which they deserved ; that 
he might reconcile God to his creatures, and appease 


| and terrible to human nature. 





his anger ; yet, notwithstanding, that Jesus died as 
a sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, only afew are. 
to be benefitted by the sacrifice which he'is said to 
have made ; for before the foundation of the world, 
God elected a certain number to everlasting glory, 
and ordained the rest to dishonour and wrath, to the 
praise of his vindictive justice. 

Such is the character of reputed orthodoxy ! Such 
the representation which it gives of that great and 
good Being, who"is the common Father of us all, and 
who is emphatically denominated Tur Gop or Love ! 

‘¢ An eminent Pagan writer,” says Mr. Addison, 
(Spec. No. 494) “has made a discourse to show that 
the Atheist, who denies a God, does him less dishon- 
our than the man who owns his being, but who at 
the same time believes him to be cruel, hard to please, 
‘For my own part,’ 
says he, ‘I would rather it should be said of me, that 
there never was such a man as Plutarch, than that 
Plutarch was ill-natured, capricious, or inhuman.’ ” 

*¢ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear,” 

K. 


ON FRIENDSHIP. 


“ Whilst fortune smiles and plenty fills your board— 
Whilst copious draughts your cheering vaults afford ; 
Whilst rosy health supports the human frame ; 
Whilst credit lasts, and whilst exists your fame : 
Whilst you have plenty, and whilst cash to spend, 
So long you’re known, so long you have a friend / 

But change the scene—let sickly fortune frown ; 

You stand forsaken, and alas, unknown ! 

Let wretched poverty and hunger press ; 

Let want hang out the ensign of distress ; 

Let sore affliction sink thy feeble frame ; 

Let cruel slander wound thy honest fame ; 

Let neighbours slight thee, and let credit fail ; 

Let sherffs come and creditors assail ; 

Where’s then thy friend ? alas! you search in yain ; 
Self-interest sways unheeded ; you complain, 

Alas! how oft, in friendship’s garb array’d, 
Deception triumphs, hapless man’s betray’d ! 
Pretended friends in every clime abound ; 

But real friends are “rare as comets’’ found, 

Ye who pretend the human heart to know, 

Shew me a friend and I’ll an Angel shew.” 


Education is a companion which no misfortune 
can depress—no clime destroy—no enemy alienate— 
no despotism enslave. At home a friend—abroad 
an introduction—in solitude a solace—in society an 
ornament. It chastens vice—it guides virtue—it 
gives at once, grace and government to genius. 
Without it, what is man? A splendid slave ! a reas- 


oning savage ! vascillating between the dignity of 


an intelligence derived from God, and the degrada- 
tion of passions participated with brutes. 


Stability—A warm heart requires a cool head. 
Courage without conduct is like fancy without judg. 
ment ; all sail and no ballast. 


. Maxim.—Happy are they, who being pale 
with all violent pleasures, know how to content 
themselves with the sweets of an innocent life. 


dl 





Agar said, “ Give me neither poverty nor riches ;” 
and this will ever be the prayer of the wise. Our 
incomes should be like our shoes ; if too small, they 
gall and pinch us, but if too large, they will canse us 
to stumble and to trip. But. wealth, after all, is a 
relative thing, since he that has little and wants less, 
js richer than he that has much but wants more. 
True contentment depends not upon what we have : 
—A tub was large enough for Diogenes, but a world 
was too little for Alexander.—Lacon. 


The “ Cunistian Rerostrony,” which for 5 years 
has been ably conducted by Br. S.C. Loveland, is 
transferred to Br. Robert. Bartlett, of Hartland, Vt. 
who is to be its future editor. 


S—> 


NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 

A notice of this new Society from.a New-York pa- 
per will be found in our columns to-day ; and as the 
proceedings at the formation of this society have 
been sent us, our readers may expect some noticc 
thereof in our next. 








MARRIED; 

In thistown, on Sunday last, by Rev. Mr. Edes, 
Mr. Paul Bates, to Miss Temperance C. Tubbs. 

In Pawtucket, by Rev. Mr. Taft, Mr. Chauncey W. 
Saunders, to Miss Ruth Hall. 

In Taunton (Mass.) Mr. Frederick Crossman, to 
Miss Eliza Lincoln. 








DIED; 

In this town, on the 18th imst. Master John W. 
Gudgeon, son of the late Mr. John Gudgeon, in the 
14th year of his age. 

On Saturday afternoon, Miss , Rhoda Mason Rich- 
mond, daughter of William Richmond, Esq. aged 26 
years. 

On Tuesday last, Miss Julia-Ann Briggs, daughter 
of Mr. Edward Briggs, aged 17 years. 

On Wednesday morning, James Powell, only son 
of Col. Bernon Helme, in the 8th year of his age. 

In Hudson (N. Y¥.) Mr. Isaac Dayton, aged 72, « 
native of Rhode-Island. 





FANCY JOB PRINTING, 
i? Neatly executed at this Office, at short notice, 
=_ and on favourablé terms. 
Just published, and for sale at this Office, and by S. W. 
Wheeler, 


AN ADDRESS, delivered. before Mount-Vernon 


Lodge, at their annual election, Feb, 22, 1825.— 
By Davip Pickerine. 








AT NO, 1103, WESTMINSTER-STREET, 


The following Books and Pamphlets may be pre- 
cured : 


Ballou’s Sermon on the New Birth 


Do. do.. on Exodus XXxil. 35 
Do. do. on FE: Peter iv. 17, 18 
Do. do. on Genesis xxviii. 17 
Kneeland’s Sermon on Psalm ix. 17, with an account 
of ancient copies of the Bible . 
Mystery of Revelation unfolded, in two Discourses 


- Saco Rev, xx. 10, 12 

isbe’s Discourse, “the Charge of Mr. Dean, &c. at 
the Installation of Rev. Mr. Pickering 

Pickering’s Reply to Dr. Carpenter’s attack on the 
doctrine of God’s Universal grace, 





